
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2026 

 
  Gathering 
  Welcome 
  Announcements and Prayer 
 
  Birthday Celebration 
 
  Prelude                                                                                                                                                 Laurie Knapp  

(Prayerfully prepare your hearts and minds for worship.) 
 
*Call to Worship 
Our God parts the sea of despair. 
God is love! Sing songs of hope and praise! 
Our God frees us from sin and death. 
God is love! Rise up and live abundantly! 
Our God walks with us through the storm. 
Our God is an awesome God! Let’s join our voices in praise and thanksgiving! 
               
*Opening Hymn                                                 ”Awesome God”                                                         TFWS 2040 
 
*Opening Prayer 
O Lord, who meets us where we are, you are the source of all true and lasting joy. We praise you for 
your power, which is beyond compare. We worship you for your wisdom, which is beyond 
understanding. You restore the brokenhearted and heal the wounded. You have revealed yourself to 
your people and are building your church, against which the gates of hell cannot prevail. How great 
you are. Lord! Fill our hearts with love and help us to put on your armor of light, for we pray in the 
name of the One who is the Light of the World, Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
  
*Canticle of Love (Response 1)                                                                                                                           646 
 
*Affirmation of Faith                                    “A Modern Affirmation”                                                             885 
   
*Gloria Patri                                                                                                                                                             70 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and 
ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
  Passing of the Peace:  Let us greet one another with love and peace. 
 
“Let the Children Come!”                                                                                                                    Tonya Spires  

(Those 3 years of age through 8 years of age may go to Children’s Church.) 
 
  Anthem                                                                                                                                                              Choir  
 

 
 

   
Scripture Lessons                                           Exodus 14:19-31                                                Pages 60-61 (O.T.) 
                                                                          Romans 14:1-12                                                      Page 154 (N.T.) 
                                                                                
*Gospel Lesson                                             Matthew 18:21-35                                                     Page 24 (N.T.) 
 
   Sermon                                                             Forgiveness                                               Rev. Darlene L. Kelley 
 
*Hymn of Invitation                     “There’s Something About That Name”                                                    171 
 
  Pastoral Prayer 
  The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
  Presentation of Tithes & Offerings     
  Offertory                                                                                                                                              Laurie Knapp 
*Doxology                                                                                                                                                     95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here below; praise him above ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 
*Closing Hymn                                     “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”                                              TFWS 2158 
 
*Benediction  
*Benediction Response         “May the Lord, Mighty God, Bless and Keep You”        Choir & Congregation 
 

 

*Please Stand As You Are Able 
 
 
 

Leading in Worship Today 
 
                  Pastor:     Rev. Darlene L. Kelley             AV Director:       Marie Stiles 
                  Pianist:    Laurie Knapp                            AV Assistant:     Chris Derrick; Erin Derrick      
                  Liturgist:  Chantel Griffin                         Time Together:  Celia Perez            
 
      VISITORS ARE WELCOME in the service of worship!  Please make use of the visitor’s tags  
(located in the pew backs) to help us better welcome you as a visitor to Trinity this morning. 
 
 

 
     A Gift to Trinity is given to the Glory of God and in remembrance of Arnold Heiting on his 96th 
birthday September 14th, by Annie. 

   



“AS MEMBERS OF THIS CONGREGATION, WE WILL FAITHFULLY PARTICIPATE IN ITS MINISTRIES BY OUR  
PRAYERS ... 
 
Hilda Edwards     Marilyn Lloyd          Ruth Frady         Rhett Hook         Mary Sue Lewis      Christopher McCroskey       
John Ballentine   Jeff Portwood         Ray Frady           Latson Lewis       English Pearcy        Jeanette Hornsby 
Hannah Glanz      Arvan Derrick         Fran Laska          Kaye Floyd           Libby Strickland     Raleigh Carter 
Jack Stevens        Donna Easterling Becude 
        
Shut-Ins: Nell Cooke; Gillett Hipp; Linda Maloch 
 

Family and Friends: Landon Luesing (friend of Jo Ann Heiting); Lynda Areheart (friend of Jo Ann Heiting & Bonnie 
Ramsey); Danielle Bradley (daughter of  Ramona Shiffert, a friend of Kelsey Jones); Vicary Whitaker (sister of Edwa 
Meek); Jack Reeves (uncle of Mary Sue Lewis); Wayne Gunter (uncle of Tony Scott); Marty Johnson (former 
member); Otis A. McCroskey (father of Christopher McCroskey); Connie Crouch (friend of Mary Sue Lewis); Kristie 
Carter (niece of Faye Grahl); George Hough (brother of Mary Louise Robinson); Donna Eidson (former Trinity 
pastor); Ghent Brewer (brother-in-law of Jeanette Hornsby); Matt Imel (husband of Holley Gleaton Imel); Cayla 
Watters (friend of Karen Carter); Tommy Stokes (nephew of Joyce Robinson);  Christina Lindemuth (daughter of 
Karen Carter); Kathleen Varnadore (Ted & Ruth Frady’s neighbor); Paul Frenzel (friend of Chris Derrick); Sissy 
Henry (former member of Trinity),  Colby Martin (son of Donna Muszynski); Lynne Powell (friend of the Ballentines 
and Branhams);  Bryan Collard (brother-in-law of Mary Sue Lewis);  Mary Davis (daughter of Bob & Libby 
Strickland); Connie Mason (friend of Lynn Martin);  Nancy Wilson (friend of Jeanette Hornsby);  David & Kristen 
Turner (brother and sister-in-law of Pam Turner); Chip Mixon (friend of Tommy Gleaton);  James Boggs (father of 
Claire Boggs);  Robert Bradley (Business Associate of Simon Ross); Adrin & Linda Hargett (stepfather and stepmom 
of Christopher McCroskey); Haidee Baehr (friends of  Ruth Frady); Denise Paul, Scott & Karen Nelson  (cousins of 
Gale Frady);  Dan Conner, Max Johnson (friends of Gale Frady); Janet Beck (friend of Jo Ann Heiting); Adam 
Lavender (son of Phil Lavender) 
 
If you have a friend or family member on the Prayer List, we ask you to please keep us updated.  If no word is 
received, we will trust that our prayers have been answered and remove the name.  To update us, please call 
the office or e-mail us at trinityumcwc@sc.rr.com.  
 

OUR PRESENCE ...   
 Attendance   09/06    SS:      15        Worship:   45 

OUR GIFTS ... 
 General Fund  09/06    $   3,701.00  
                                     

OUR SERVICE… 
OUR WITNESS.” 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
TODAY Birthday Celebration 
              MSN Meal 
09/14  Exercise, 10:30 a.m. 
09/16  T.a.G., 7 p.m. 
09/17  Exercise, 10:30 a.m. 
09/18  Office Closed             
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1201 Mohawk Drive 

West Columbia, SC 29169 

Telephone: 803.794.7777 

E-mail: trinityumcwc@sc.rr.com 

Website:  www.trinityumcwc.org 

Ministers  The Congregation 

Pastor                  Darlene L. Kelley 

Resident Bishop  Leonard Fairley 

District Superintendent Rev. Fran M. Elrod 

 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. 
 
Our vision is to Connect, Nurture, Inspire and 
Transform 

http://www.trinityumcwc.org/


 
 

 
 

 This evening we will provide a meal for MSN. We will be serving Breakfast for Dinner with pancakes, sausage 
and anything else we’d like to bring. Please let Darlene know if you can help. 
  

We will continue our Love Your Neighbor Ministry on Thursday, September 24, as we once again host some of 
the residents of The Pines at Trinity for a Summer Breeze Luncheon.  
 

 
 

The Ladies Group will resume its Saturday breakfasts on the fourth Saturday of each month beginning in 
September. We will meet at the Lizard’s Thicket on Highway #1 in Lexington at 9:30 a.m. The dates are 
September 26, October 24 and November 28. We will skip December as the 4th Saturday falls on Christmas week-
end. And we’ll resume on January 23, followed by February 27, March 27, April 24, and May 22. Jackie will send 
reminders through her weekly update emails and Marie Stiles will send out an email each month to obtain your 
RSVP. If you are not on Marie’s group email and wish to be added, contact her at 803.463.9706 or 
mariebstiles@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

Taste of Trinity  
Sunday, September 27 

 

Taste of Trinity, our church-wide covered dish luncheon, will be held on September 27.  Don’t miss this wonderful 
opportunity to share great food and fellowship! 
 

 

 
 

 This evening we will provide a meal for MSN. We will be serving Breakfast for Dinner with pancakes, sausage 
and anything else we’d like to bring. Please let Darlene know if you can help. 
  

We will continue our Love Your Neighbor Ministry on Thursday, September 24, as we once again host some of 
the residents of The Pines at Trinity for a Summer Breeze Luncheon.  
 

 
 

The Ladies Group will resume its Saturday breakfasts on the fourth Saturday of each month beginning in 
September. We will meet at the Lizard’s Thicket on Highway #1 in Lexington at 9:30 a.m. The dates are 
September 26, October 24 and November 28. We will skip December as the 4th Saturday falls on Christmas week-
end. And we’ll resume on January 23, followed by February 27, March 27, April 24, and May 22. Jackie will send 
reminders through her weekly update emails and Marie Stiles will send out an email each month to obtain your 
RSVP. If you are not on Marie’s group email and wish to be added, contact her at 803.463.9706 or 
mariebstiles@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

Taste of Trinity  
Sunday, September 27 

 

Taste of Trinity, our church-wide covered dish luncheon, will be held on September 27.  Don’t miss this wonderful 
opportunity to share great food and fellowship! 
 

mailto:mariebstiles@gmail.com
mailto:mariebstiles@gmail.com


Trinity UMC 

September 13, 2026 

Rev. Darlene L. Kelley 
 

Forgiveness 
 

Next month Craig and I will travel to New York for a wedding I’ve been asked to officiate, and this is a big blessing 

and honor for me because I was the groom’s pastor for fourteen years. If my memory is correct, Jacob was about four 

years old when he started to attend the Clinton Avenue UMC, and he was eighteen when I left, so I was his pastor for 

most of his childhood. Being asked to be a part of one of the most important days of his life is quite an honor and an 

emotional experience for me, and so I want to do the very best job I can on the wedding homily. 
 

So, I’ve been praying and pondering and wondering if I have any words of wisdom for Jacob and his lovely bride, Sara. 

What can I offer that will help and inspire them? So, I was struck by this morning’s Gospel lesson because I realized 

that marriage is in many ways a dance of forgiveness.  
 

No matter how much we love another human being…we’re bound to hurt him or her once in awhile. We are imperfect 

creatures, prone to miscommunication and slaves to our appetites.  When we are standing close together, we can easily 

step on one another’s toes. Marriage, like all close relationships, is a covenant that includes give and take. I seek 

forgiveness.  I give it in return, back and forth in a balance of transgression and grace.   
 

So, how do we forgive…not just once or twice …not even seven times but seventy-seven times?  What can we learn 

from this parable often titled The Unforgiving Slave? Is Matthew telling us that to get grace we have to give grace?  Is 

the answer that simple?  If I want grace, I should give grace in return. It helps to remember that I’m a sinner standing in 

the need of grace. I need forgiveness. So, if I need it…perhaps, I should be willing to extend it.  Perhaps if I am 

forgiven 10 thousand talents…I should forgive just a 100 denarii. 
 

In an article from the Christian Century, Susan Pendleton Jones writes:   

Matthew 18 asks: "How do we keep the church community together when forgiveness needs to happen right under our 

own roof? How should the Christian community deal with sin that lurks so closely at the door? What is expected of us 

as we learn how to be Christians?" 
 

Simon Peter comes to Jesus with this kind of question. Imagine how he must have felt. He knows what people are like, 

how easy it is to hold a grudge, to become bitter, to offer forgiveness once, twice, maybe up to three times as Jewish 

tradition permits. 
 

 Wanting to be generous, Peter proudly steps forward to answer his own question. "As many as seven times?" he asks. 

He was willing to go the extra mile—and then some.But Jesus has something different in mind. Whether you read his 

answer to Peter as "77 times" or "70 times seven," Pendleton Jones states, the point is the same. Jesus answers Peter by 

telling him not to assume that you can count how many times you offer forgiveness and then be done with it.  
 

Forgiveness must become a practice—a commitment—that is to be sustained and renewed each day throughout our 

lives. It is not a single action, feeling or thought. Forgiveness must become an embodied way of life in an ever-

deepening friendship with God and with others. 
 

 Peter asks how generous he should be; yet he is still asking about limits. He's thinking quantitatively while Jesus 

answers qualitatively—with the offer of limitless forgiveness. This is what God is like, Pendleton Jones continues: 

Because God has abundantly forgiven us, we are able to forgive others in turn. There is a direct connection between 

forgiving others and being forgiven. Therefore, in the Lord's Prayer we pray, "forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us." 
 

The parable of the unforgiving servant, which follows the exchange between Peter and Jesus, focuses on those who are 

willing to receive God's forgiveness but are unwilling to offer it to others. The servant has been forgiven a huge debt 

and yet is unwilling to forgive even a small debt owed to him... 
 

If we are honest, there are times when we find ourselves behaving like that unforgiving servant. We are pleased with 

the idea of a forgiving God, but not if it would require us to change our lives. Forgiveness becomes something we claim 

but fail to proclaim in our living, Pendleton Jones concludes.1 
 

Yet, one of my favorite and oft-quoted writers, Rev. Frederick Buechner, sees things differently. Buechner strongly 

disagrees with Pendelton Jone’s idea that there is a direct connection between forgiving others and being 

forgiven. Therefore, in the Lord's Prayer we pray "forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us." 2 
 

Buechner disagrees with the idea that our own forgiveness hinges on our ability to forgive others. Indeed, his idea of 

grace feels broader, and I love what Buechner writes in his own short piece on forgiveness: 
 

To forgive somebody is to say one way or another,"You have done something unspeakable, and by all rights I should 

call it quits between us. Both my pride and my principles demand no less. 
 

 
1 Susan Pendleton Jones, The Christian Century, “Forgiven and forgiving: Matthew 18:21-35, August 28, 1999, online resource.  
2 ibid 



 However, although I make no guarantees that I will be able to forget what you've done, and though we may both carry 

the scars for life, I refuse to let it stand between us..." 

To accept forgiveness means to admit that you've done something unspeakable that needs to be forgiven, and thus both 

parties must swallow the same thing: their pride. This seems to explain what Jesus means when he says to God, 

"Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us."  
 

Jesus is not saying that God's forgiveness is conditional upon our forgiving others, Buechner counters.  

 

In the first place, forgiveness that's conditional isn't really forgiveness at all, just fair warning; and in the second place, 

our unforgivingness is among those things about us that we need to have God forgive us most. 
 

 What Jesus apparently is saying is that the pride that keeps us from forgiving is the same pride that keeps us from 

accepting forgiveness, and will God please help us do something about it. 
 

When somebody you've wronged forgives you, you're spared the dull and self-diminishing throb of a guilty conscience. 

When you forgive somebody who has wronged you, you're spared the dismal corrosion of bitterness and wounded 

pride. 
 

For both parties, Buechner concludes, forgiveness means the freedom again to be at peace inside their own skins and 

to be glad in each other's presence.3 
 

But I may disagree a bit with Buechner here, or at least offer a warning.  Forgiving is not forgetting or returning to 

unhappiness. You don’t have to be glad in each other’s presence to forgive. Sometimes our wounds are deep and those 

who hurt us are not around to help us resolve or repair.  Sometimes forgiveness is a decision, a prayer, a belief in God’s 

grace. And sometimes we have to unpack our guilt and forgive ourselves as well as others. 
 

In his work on forgiveness Adam Hamilton explains: More than any other world religion, Christianity teaches, 

preaches, veritably shouts forgiveness.  Yet, some of our preachers dwell too long on guilt, and consequently many see 

Christianity as primarily a religion of guilt.  That is unfortunate, for a Christianity obsessed with guilt is no 

Christianity. Christianity is a faith whose central focus is not guilt, but grace, redemption, healing, forgiveness and 

mercy. 4 
 

But, Hamilton warns, the process of forgiveness begins with our awareness and understanding of sin, for if we are not 

aware of our sin, we go on living self-absorbed lives while hurting others.  So the purpose of preaching and learning 

about sin is to open the door to healing!   
 

Doctors study medicine not so they can go around telling people they are sick, Hamilton continues, but so they can heal 

those who are sick, and the healing can’t start until the patients are willing to admit they are sick.   

Once patients admit this, there is the important task of the diagnosis,which makes possible the cure.  So it is with 

Christianity, Hamilton concludes.  We speak about sin in an attempt to diagnose the spiritual malady that afflicts us all. 

  
 

We are all sinners standing in the need of grace.  I can forgive because I seek forgiveness.  I can love because Christ 

first loved me.  I can forgive with the help and grace of God, and I need that help because I come from a long line of 

angry, grudge holders always wanting to scrape with somebody. For some of us, forgiveness is only possible with 

God’s grace. 
 

Forgiveness, like healing, may be a process, and not one that occurs in a straight line. Our lives our roller coaster rides 

of ups and downs, good days and bad.  Sometimes we must work and work hard on forgiving someone who has hurt us. 

Sometimes we have to work for years to forgive ourselves. 
 

Yet, we must never forget that confession and accountability are the first step toward forgiveness.  I have to admit that 

I’ve made a mistake before I can face it and surrender it to God. I have to face my pain, acknowledge the hurt before I 

can tackle the tough job of forgiveness.   
 

And pay close attention to the wisdom and the warning proclaimed earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Matthew 7:1-3, which 

teaches: Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the 

measure you give will be the measure you get. Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the 

log in your own eye?  
 

This morning’s reading in Romans is another warning against passing judgment on others.   We will all be standing in 

front of the judgment seat of God, and each one of us will be held accountable, Romans 14 warns. 
 

As Psalm 32 reminds us:   

 
3 Rev. Frederick Buechner, “Forgiveness”, September 28, 2016, fredrickbuechner.com, online resource.  

4 Hamilton, Adam “Forgiveness: Finding Peace Through Letting Go”, pg. 17.  



Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 

 whose sin is covered. 
2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 

 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 

3 While I kept silence, my body wasted away 

 through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 

 my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 

 and I did not hide my iniquity; 

I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’, 

    and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
 

It may be a shame that as Protestants we eliminated the confessional with the Reformation. Although I wouldn’t want 

to be the priest who has to sit in that littlebooth day after day, listening to the fears, mistakes, passions and pains of 

others. By definition we “sin” when we miss the mark, as the ancient Greek defines the word, and when we sin we 

separate ourselves from God and one another. The poor priest after listening to his woes, decides the sinner’s fate, 

dishing out 20 Hail Mary’s for one sin or 50 Our Father’s for another. It is a process of confession, action and 

reconciliation.  
 

So, there may be something practical and hopeful about the confessional, going into the darkness of the booth and 

unburdening yourself to the priest, listing the week’s mistakes and temptations, seeking the redemption of forgiveness 

and being offered a practical penance that assures salvation.  We are all sinners standing in the need of grace.  Count 

your Hail Mary’s and know that everything’s going to be all right. Remember our psalm. 
 

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 

 whose sin is covered. 

Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, 

 and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
 

 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 

 and I did not hide my iniquity; 

I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord’, 

 and you forgave the guilt of my sin.5 
 

We don’t earn God’s grace.  We simply have to ask for it.  What do you need to ask for this morning? Perhaps there’s 

something on your mind, tugging at your heart that you need to talk to God about today.  Perhaps, there’s something 

you need to ask God for forgiveness for right now. Maybe there’s someone you need to forgive. Maybe there’s an old 

wound you need to fully and finally surrender and ask for help to heal.   
 

Let’s all take the time to breathe deeply and try our best to surrender our sin to Jesus and ask for the grace, the courage 

and the honesty we need to confess and face our sin. Let’s pray for the courage and the compassion we need to dance 

the dance of forgiveness. 
 

Will you pray with me?   
 

God of grace, help us to forgive and to seek forgiveness.  Give us the strength, the courage and the honesty we need for 

true confession, and help us to surrender our lives to you. Help us to trust in your grace and forgiveness, so we may 

offer grace and forgiveness to others.  Amen.   

 

 

 
5 Psalm 32 


